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Welcome to Baptism 
 
First things first: we’re excited that you’ve taken this step to ‘go public’ with your faith!  
And we’re tremendously honored that you would choose to celebrate your commitment 
to following Jesus and his way of living by connecting with the Medina East Campus of 
Grace Church.  It’s our commitment to help guide you through this process by informing 
you of the biblical foundations, unique practices and practical considerations of being 
baptized at Grace. 
 
Above everything else, baptism is a command of Jesus that goes with his plan of 
discipleship.  Matthew 28:19 actually links the two together, further showing the close 
relationships between them: 
 

‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit….’ 

 
Jesus says the act of baptism is the natural ‘next step’ of someone who has made a 
commitment to follow Jesus, which is really the meaning of the idea of discipleship in 
the first place.  Discipleship itself is basically a student or learner determining to be like 
the life of the teacher in him/herself by intently studying and following that teacher’s 
patterns of thinking and living. 
 
Baptism is a symbol that shows that the follower of Jesus ‘dies’ to the old ways of 
choosing to live life and ‘rises’ to a new and vibrant way of living, which is none other than 
the way taught and demonstrated by the teacher.  And it’s not only special for you, it 
becomes a public way to tell others that you’ve devoted yourself to changing, dropping 
the ways of the old life and beginning the ways of the new. 
 
If you’ve made the commitment to follow Jesus in this way, baptism is your first act!  As 
one Bible scholar has commented, baptism and your new life in Christ is like a baby that’s 
just been born and taken their first breaths. There’s lots of growing that still needs to 
happen to reach maturity but baptism states that you’re breathing the new air of salvation 
life! 
 
So, as you ‘go public’ and get baptized, know that we are celebrating the reality of Jesus’ 
work in you—and the wonderful work that he is going to continually do as you walk 
through the journey of life with him. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Discussion Questions to Process with Your Children 
 

• Watch the three (3) minute video about baptism at 
http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism   

 

• Read Romans 6:1-7 together, preferably in the NIrV, NIV or NLT versions 
 
 

• Based on what you saw in the video and what we just read in the Bible, what do 
you think God really wants us to know about baptism? What does it represent? 
 

[Parents, look for signs that your child understands that baptism is what a 
follower of Jesus does to tell everyone they know that they have 
committed their life to Christ. Be sure they understand that being baptized 
does not save them from their sins but is what a person does in obedience 
to Jesus.] 
 
 

• Why do you think it’s important to be baptized? What does a person say about 
their life when they get baptized? 
 

[Parents, listen for responses that say something about being obedient to 
Jesus’ desires and wanting to tell others that they have a relationship with 
him as telltale signs that they’ve grasped the importance of baptism. If 
your child can make the connection that their old life is gone (symbolized 
by going under the water) and that they are living a new life because of 
Jesus living in their heart (symbolized by coming back out of the water), 
you can be pretty sure they understand the heart of what baptism is all 
about!] 
 
 

• If going under the water represents that you’ve died to sin and if coming back out 
represents living a new life following Jesus, what do you think it looks like to live 
out that new life every day? What are some things we should decide to do to help 
us continually participate in a relationship with Jesus? 
 

[Parents, as you help your child sort through the implications of their 
decision to follow Jesus into the future, it may be good for you to steer 
them toward finding time each day to read a passage in the Bible (i.e. how 
we hear from God) and to pray (i.e. how we respond in conversation to 
him and know him even more deeply as he leads us). This may involve 
coming up with some kind of Bible reading plan and you personally taking 
time to help your child better understand what they’re reading and know 
how to pray! POWERKids also has some resources available to you along 
these lines, so contact us at any point—we would love to help!] 
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• Who do you want to invite to see you get baptized? In other words, who in your 
life needs to know that you’ve made a commitment to follow Jesus? 
 

[Parents, consider leading your child to think about people in their life who 
already know Jesus and can be an ongoing support for them in that 
journey, but also help them think about people in their life who do not 
know and follow Jesus—this can be an amazing opportunity for your child 
to share about Christ’s love to them!] 
 

 
 
 
Practical Logistics 

 
Beyond the resources our team has made available to you via the 
http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism  page, our team will be 
reaching out to you to confirm the date and service of your baptism.  Once this is 
established, you may want to jot down that information in the space provided here and 
save it for reference: 
 

• Date of Baptism: ____/____/____ 
 

• Service (circle one):   Saturday @ 5:15pm  Saturday @ 7:00pm 
 
Sunday @ 9:15am   Sunday @ 11:00am 

 
As you begin preparing for your actual baptism, the following is a brief outline of the 
steps in our process: 
 

1. Let us know of your interest in Going Public in baptism: 
 

a. In Person: Mark the “I want more information about Going Public with 
baptism” box on the Connect Card at weekend services 
 

b. Through Email: Send a short message of your interest to 
mec.baptism@graceohio.org 
 

c. By Phone: Call our church offices at 330.239.2600 
 

d. Via Text: Text “I want to Go Public” to mec.baptism@graceohio.org 
 

2. Follow up with our staff as they reach out to you with information which includes 
the following: (All this information is on the POWERKids Baptism resource page 
–http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism  
 
 

http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism
http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism
mailto:mec.baptism@graceohio.org
mailto:mec.baptism@graceohio.org
mailto:mec.baptism@graceohio.org
mailto:mec.baptism@graceohio.org
http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism
http://medinaeast.graceohio.org/ministries/power-kids/baptism


a. Watch the POWERKids Baptism Educational Video (3 minutes) 
 

b. Download and read through the Baptism Packet PDF 
 

c. Write out the “One Minute Version” of your story of coming to know 
Jesus 
(Download the One Minute Version PDF to help you prepare to write your 
story) 

 
d. Submit completed Baptism Request and your story to 

mec.baptism@graceohio.org at least one week prior to your baptism. 
(Your baptism request date and time will be confirmed by our staff) 
 

3. Arrive 30 minutes prior to the start time of the service in the MEC Auditorium (in 
the front row of seats near the baptismal pool). You’ll meet with an MEC staff 
person for prayer and a walk-through of the way we incorporate your baptism into 
that service. 
 

a. Wear the appropriate clothes (darker clothing that is not thin or see-
through is preferred), towel and printed out copy of your story 
 

b. Ensure the person baptizing you arrives at the same time and location 
 

c. Invite your family, friends, neighbors, co-workers and others who are in 
your natural path of life 

 
4. Get baptized! 

 
 
Here is some information on what to expect during the service of your baptism: 
 

• The weekend service “host” will open with a greeting and a high-level overview of 
the significance of baptism.  We might do this ‘live’ or accomplish this step via an 
explanatory video that helps those who are observing better understand the 
reason for baptism. If you are the first or only person being baptized in that 
service, the MEC staff person will give you and the person baptizing you the 
“cue” to walk on stage together. 
 

• Once the high-level overview of the meaning of baptism is given, your MEC staff 
person will give you the “green light” for you to introduce yourself (“Hi, my name 
is [x] and I’m excited to be baptized today….”). Then you, your baptizer or our 
staff person will read the One-Minute Version of your story. 
 

• The MEC staff person will then direct you to step into the baptismal pool where 
you will be asked the following questions by the person who is baptizing you 
(these questions will be provided to them on a laminated card during your pre-
service meeting): 
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o Do you acknowledge that you have come into a real relationship with 
Jesus Christ completely by God’s grace and not by your own effort or 
goodness? 
 

o Have you put your complete trust in Jesus to save you from sin and give 
you a new life that is empowered by the Holy Spirit? 
 

o Do you recognize that the life you now live is not your own—that it is 
dedicated to the mission of Christ—and you are willing to make Jesus the 
Lord of your life and follow him wherever he leads you in obedience? 
 

• When you have responded “yes” to these questions, your staff person or the 
individual you want to baptize you will address you, saying, “Because of your 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ and your commitment to follow him in 
discipleship, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.” As they state this, you will be immersed head-first three times, once 
after each reference to the persons of the Trinity. 
 

o When you are done, we celebrate with you! The MEC staff person or the 
person baptizing you will pray and then you’ll be escorted to an area of the 
auditorium where you can stay in the service for the remaining people to 
be baptized.  You’ll then be dismissed to the restrooms to change clothes. 
 

o Our Creative Arts Ministry will be filming your baptism as it is taking place. 
As a means to have others celebrate with you that were not in that 
service, we will be showing portions of your baptism throughout all four (4) 
weekend services in a future week (usually the week following). 
 

o If you’d like a video recording of your baptism, we would be happy to 
provide a web link for download. You can reach out to us with this request 
at mec.baptism@graceohio.org and we will respond as soon as the video 
becomes available. 
 

 
 
 
Here are some considerations as to who you might invite to your baptism 
 

In a nutshell, baptism is an outward sign of an inward change or work that has 
been performed by the Holy Spirit when you believed in Jesus and resolved to 
follow him.  So, while this is a symbol of a personal relationship established 
between you and God, it is also an outward sign to others that such a 
relationship is available to them as well!  Because of this, you’re encouraged to 
invite anyone you know, love or care about to your baptism.  Other Christ-
followers, your Life Group and immediate family are good starting points, but you 
may want to strongly consider friends who don’t follow Jesus and relationships in 
your life where the gospel has yet to make an impact. 
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Essentially, your baptism is an opportunity to celebrate with other believers and 
demonstrate your commitment with those who are still investigating Jesus—even 
those who may want nothing to do with Jesus!  It’s not necessary to make the 
‘ask’ controversial or divisive—if someone says ‘no,’ that’s completely okay.  But 
don’t allow your perception of how they might respond be the deciding factor! 
 
So, know who you’d like to invite and pray through who God might want you to 
invite! 
 

 
Crafting the ‘One Minute Version’ of Your Story 
 
The story of how you responded to God’s grace in your life by saying “yes” to Jesus is 
an important part of your baptism.  It is first and foremost a declaration that your life 
story is now being authored by God—your life is now his to direct for his purposes! 
 
At Grace Church, we like to think of the gospel—the ‘good news’ about Jesus—as best 
summarized in three (3) acts: 
 

1. Radical Sin – Radical sin means that we, as human beings, have all “missed the 
mark” of what God intended us to be.  Rather than serve and love God with 
everything we have, the gospel tells us that we have rejected him and that this 
has resulted in us becoming slaves to sin and death. 
 

2. Radical Grace – ‘Grace’ is defined as God’s unearned favor toward us displayed 
in his intense desire to heal our sin and brokenness. In that grace, he offered to 
take the punishment for our sin on himself through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 
He exercised this grace so that we might come into a relationship with him and 
live as he intended. 
 

3. Radical Love – Jesus promised his followers that he would live in our hearts 
through the ministry and presence of the Holy Spirit within us. The Holy Spirit 
makes it possible for us to genuinely love and serve others because he 
constantly reminds us of the way the Father loved and served us by sending 
Jesus. 
 

 
Radical Sin, Radical Grace and Radical Love is one of the best ways to think through 
your own story. As you begin to write your story down, start by writing your name. Then 
consider writing about the following areas, each of which correspond to the three (3) 
acts of the gospel we talked about above: 
 

1. Who You Were (Radical Sin) – Write 2-3 sentences about what life was like 
before you said “yes” to Jesus. What caused you to look at the story of Jesus as 
something that needed to be a part of your life? 
 



2. The Moment of Conversion (Radical Grace)– Write 2-3 sentences that 
describe the moment you said “yes” to Christ.  What was that moment like?  
What did you think/feel/do? 
 

3. What Will Change (Radical Love) – Baptism is a statement that a relationship 
with Jesus has started. This means that the rest of our lives here on earth will 
resemble the life of Jesus more and more.  Write 2-3 sentences that share your 
excitement about following Jesus. How do you anticipate Jesus will change your 
perspective toward loving him and others going forward? 

 
 
 
Keep in mind that these thoughts are simply recommendations to help you get started. 
 
The most important thing is that you share the story of how you came to know 
Jesus and how that has already changed your life. Remember, baptism is simply 
sharing your Jesus story to all who are present.  Your story is yours and no one else’s, 
and we believe it will honor God and celebrate his amazing grace in your life because of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
So, write down your story! Once you’ve done so, you can send it to us at least one week 
prior to your baptism date via email (mec.baptism@graceohio.org) as we help you 
prepare for your baptism. We’re excited to partner with you to share the truth about 
what Christ has done and is doing in your life with others. 

 
 
Sharing Your Story 
 
Use the space provided below to write the “one minute version” of your story and use 
the Radical Sin, Radical Grace Radical Love format explained above. 
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Commonly Asked Questions 
 
 

1. Does it matter how many times someone is dunked? 
 

o The Bible does not give much insight into the procedure of baptism.  Some 
churches baptize by single immersion (one dunk).  Grace Church practices triune 
immersion (three dunks).  

 
o Ultimately, the Bible isn’t clear 

how many times a person should 
be dunked.  Therefore, the 
important thing is not how many 
times a person is immersed, but 
that they are being immersed in 
the name of the Father, Son, and 
Spirit in obedience to Matt. 
28:19-20.  

 
2. Does it matter if you get dunked forward or backward? 
 

o Those who baptize “backward” do so to represent the posture of a dead person, 
or buried facing upward.  

 
o Those who baptize forward do so because Romans 6 mentions being baptized into 

the likeness of Christ.  This is coupled with John 19:30, which indicates that Jesus, 
“bowed his head (forward) and gave up His spirit” at the crucifixion.    

 
3. What about infant baptism (Paedobaptism)? 
 

o Biblically, baptism follows our faith in Christ and repentance of sin and thus is 
always an informed and conscious decision.  It is because of this that Grace 
Church does not perform infant baptism.  However, we do perform baby dedication 
services as a way for parents to commit to raise their children in a God-honoring 
way.   

 
4. If I have been baptized in the past, how do I know if my baptism is genuine? 
  

o Your baptism is genuine if you did it as a conscious choice as a sincere believer 
and follower of Jesus. 

 
5. If I’ve been baptized in the past, should I be baptized again at Grace Church?  
  

o At Grace Church, we practice triune immersion as a requirement of membership 
for those who have not yet been baptized.  However, our bylaws indicate that if a 
person has already been baptized via single immersion (one dunk) into the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Grace Church will consider that baptism 
as valid in terms of consideration for membership. 

 
 

 
Why does Grace Church practice triune immersion?  During the 
Byzantine period (330-1453 AD), some Christians rejected the 
doctrine of the Trinity (the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit).  
Because of this, they would be baptized in the name of Jesus, but not 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
The reaction of the Church was to have people immersed three times: 
once in the name of the Father, once in the name of the Son, and once 
in the name of the Holy Spirit, thus symbolizing agreement with the 
doctrine of the Trinity. 

 



 
6. Does it matter if you sprinkle or immerse? 
 

o Biblically, baptism is always done by way of immersion. 
 

o The Greek word for “baptize” (baptizo) means “to immerse completely” or “to 
plunge under.”   

 
7. Who can baptize me? 
 

o The Bible does not say that a pastor or leader must baptize you.  The pattern of 
the New Testament is that the person who leads another to Christ does the 
baptizing. 

   
o At Grace, it is common for children to be baptized by believing fathers who have 

already been baptized.  Life Group Leaders baptize people in their groups as well.   
 
8. What should I expect during a baptism service? 
 

o We ask that you bring a towel, wear shorts and a dark colored t-shirt. 
 

o The person leading the service will call you to the baptism pool.  You will then have 
the opportunity read the One Minute Version of Your Story (or have a designated 
person read it for you).  

 
o After your story is read, the person 
baptizing you will dunk you three times 
forward, pausing in between each dunk. 
  
o Finally, the person baptizing you will pray 
for you at the end. 

 
9. Should I invite friends and family to my baptism? 
 

o Absolutely!  Baptism is an outward expression to the world that you want to be 
identified with Christ.

 
Many people are afraid to be baptized because it 
requires them to be in front of a group of people.  In 
the early church, people were baptized naked!  If 
you are feeling anxiety about baptism, be 
comforted. 



 


